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that a summons arrived calling him to present himself
for interrogation. G. Barnett Smith thus describes the
pathetic scene that followed. "The members of his
family and a few faithful friends met in consultation,
and decided to break the news to him as gently as
possible. According to a correspondent of the
Standard, as soon as he understood the matter, M.
de Lesseps rose in his bed, and called for his clothes
and his Grand Cordon of the Legion of Honour. Those
who were present at the scene said they could never
forget the marvel then witnessed. The old man, who
only a few minutes before had seemed unable to move
for weakness, got out of bed, dressed himself in haste,
put on his Grand Cordon, and descended the stairs
without assistance. What occurred at the interview
between himself and M. Prinet is not known in all its
details; but M. de Lesseps defended not only his
management of the Canal Company, but of the canal
itself. The shock was too much for him, however.
He returned home, went to bed, and was seized with
fever. The next day he said to his wife, {What a
terrible nightmare I have had! I imagined I was
summoned before the examining magistrate; it was
atrocious.' By degrees he became conscious that it was
not a dream; but from that time forward he ceased to
speak of Panama, and relapsed into his former
irresponsible condition."
On November I5th, France, and the whole civilised
world, was startled by the news that the Government
through its legal advisers had decided to prosecute De
Lesseps and those concerned with him in the Panama
Canal Company for " the use of fraudulent devices